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Educational Management in Working with Communities and Schools:
Redefining Tsuu-gaku Gasshuku Following a School Merger:

In this paper, I examine how tsuu-gaku gasshuku was defined following a school
merger. Training camp programs in which children obtain life experience by living
together at a community lodge and attending school from the lodge are referred to as
tsuu-gaku gasshuku. Tsuu-gaku gasshuku offers a number of qualities: it can create
power and pleasure in the community; it can improve interactions between regions
and interest (and understanding) in other regions; it can empower people to care for
the children in their region for each other; it can restructure relationships between
merged schools and communities; and it can enhance consciousness among teachers in
merged schools. The practice of tsuu-gaku gasshuku empowers people to care for
children in their region in collaboration with new merged schools; it can inspire
children to have pride in their communities and can promote communities themselves.
Thus, tsuu-gaku gasshuku may hold important symbolic meaning for aging
communities with declining birthrates.
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