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Canonical Sentence Structures in Pedagogical Grammar:
Obligatory and Optional Elements in English Sentences

This essay examines canonical sentence structures in pedagogical
grammar. [t focuses on whether elements called Obligatory Adverbials count
in the classification of basic sentence structures. Although it is generally
thought that the deletion of Obligatory Adverbials results in
ungrammaticality, this paper shows that the matter 1s not so
straightforward, by exploring various complement patterns verbs take. It
argues that Obligatory Adverbials are more closely related to semantics than
other crucial elements in sentences such as Objects and Complements, and
that structures with Obligatory Adverbials are not very productive.
Therefore, structures with these adverbials should be considered as subclasses
of five canonical sentence structures, rather than independent classes.
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0. FL®HIC

—MRICEBOEAX I EEZ 256, [XOEHR (=XHEBRER | &
WhNndbDaEHRICL, ThADEEE @ERENEBD dRIC LI
V., Lo L, BRoXXEGR TIHEFENZEHO A (Obligatory Adverbial =
BRSEIFE) PR ERLE SN ENELLB-TVE, KfET
13, BB EXHE (pedagogical English grammar) O —-> DaA E LT, A
MED X DT M (Modifier={E#izE) EXBlEN b 0mE W) HEEEZ
EDESBYIEVL DT EDONEEPICOVTRHELBRE  LICT
50D,

1. fEEE S5

TR BT BEHEHIE 5 X (S+V, S+V+C, S+V+0, S+V+0+0,
S+V+0+0C) (& Huddleston and Pullum (2002) 75 & IR D 4l S iEE
KBV THRASNTVWS, L LEELHFHOEAM (valency) DEIA
2 513 Quirk et al. (1985) @ 7 XFH L FEHONEATWD ANTWS, *
7z, 8B (K 2005, 2008) OFEZF bigtiahTwa, 7TxXH -8 X
B 5 X EFEI D DIF, A (Obligatory Adverbial=#%##17BIFEG) %
X ERLBEATCVLETH S, FRPFRET L0013, 8 TG
BOLWT, BRSXAITH B S+V,S+V+C, S+V+0, S+V+0+0, S+
VF+O+CUA DX E SN TOVBRD3IDTH 5 BITF©Fh b4k
2008).

S+V+A
(1) a. Mary is in the garden.
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PREEIRER
b. John lives in London.
S+V+C+A
(2) a. She is afraid of rats.
b. He was aware that there was a danger.
S+V+O+A
(3) a. John put the car in the garage.
b. Mother made an omelet for me.

AR BY 2B, D EcBVTRMAFTRLEL A%, CRIBRE
F TV M Modifier=E#fizEE) &BAEICXEIS 2 FERITERICH 50D
», 2L TENZXAIL e X B BB R EICID ANERENE S %
EABHIETHS.

2. —fRICEZONTVAEKEL Z DRYHES

ZCZTIE, A GEBMSEERES & M (sfER) % XEI3 5 HiEr -
BERIEEL LT RICELZONTVWE O L4IERE2H T, 215
DEBICEEL L COREEZRLLTVWIONEEZ S,

(a) THIR: (BIR) TRV GEBENTH2) ONA, HIR &K T3
(HERTHZ) OH M|

IhE, R BRREShTWIEETHS, Lrl, £FLbIN
MDD EREAR V., f£EAE, Bab) DHIEFAAIEIVWING A &
SNBH, FIZRENPICERATRELGDOD, BERBEIRL THIC
Mother made an omelet. & W5 T EWAFETH S, L -7T, (@ @
B SIS G TR F = aR AN

COEIBHNCES, ALINTVLELODOHITHIRD 3> OEHEN
HBERELTHS.

QAT 2 & NBEIETE D D

@AM L T b ABE T S OIS NICHRBOBERNIZE D S D

283 —6 —



BEICHEANE Y TOX M
@EHE L T H AT 5T, BEBOBKRGEDL S LEFFALL
i N0)
0SB TERIIODRBDE L, @WBMHEDZODOTRITVAE WS
R D 3L,

(b) [do so DAMTH S NISWERED A, HONDEHRN M
hid [doso 7 A b & LTHERETRECHVWSONTVWEHDT
H5. doso EWVHRAFR [EEH (V) +BBEHER (+HEHD ] &
WO EZT B LD THD, FHHIERIL do so DFIZASBITNIXT
SV, Btz ONCHE I ENTESE. W B BFLIEFLEHT
5N 5 AR TH 5.
(4) a. "I put the book on the table, and Bill did so on the desk.
(do so & put the book &WHER7ZFERHT 2 LFTEHW)
b. I put the book on the table yesterday, and Bill did so today.
(do so & put the book on the table DfXHIZ7E %)

Pl b osCEE Ik &, BhEE put & FEEE B A]I2B VT on the table
RWEBEETERIT A, FE2ERT yesterday BEDERIEIM ThH 5 &
OB, ROFIBRLS.
(5) a. John filled the pitcher with a glass.

b. John filled the pitcher with water.

c. John filled the pitcher with a glass, and Tom did so with a cup.

d. *John filled the pitcher with water, and Tom did so with

orange juice.
Dl b osCEERE > &, #had fill 2 FEHE T 0BV T, NEMER
9 with1d A, FE& - EEE2RT with--BEMThH3I Ehbhrb
COEBIFIIOEE LD S, doso TEEHA SN 5 DITENEE
RO N5 DT, IREFHFCHEEFMSFICOVTREELL VLWV H
[R5,
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(0 TAETEBVWONA, TE3DH M|
RD (6ab) ITBWVWT, lafter + ZFIfH)] ZHICHHSE 5N D H
GBI NELTE. M THOHNRIERNBEREEZ T ICBEI S5 C Lo
RECTH B3, ATRThMBTEEL,
(6) a. John ran after dinner.
b. John ran after Mary.
(7) a. After dinner John ran. = (da) & EARIIELRIIE L.
b. After Mary John ran. = (4b) & EBRSEHEEICE S, (KHE 2008)
EBETREE, ATH- THHIE Lo XBIEERMITBE 5D TIRA
WeWH T ETHL, BHRAKBHKERNCD 22, EBROXBIFERKIC
L-oTITH T LItk B,

(d) TEhE G WEBRINCERT 2 HRHN A, R LB VESRN M

Ihb I fHEbN2REETHS. 72&Z21F 6b) ITBVW Tk run 28 [HB
WinlF B ] OEEKTH BDTIEWNT BHRELES after- MHER S R,
W IZBTZput FEL bOLTTEL, ErpNE3EORIBITNEER
PRASTESRITTE 575\ D T on the desk 78 EDFEAIMEREN S, KL
AT EIER S EEE 7 O THIBIDEE L WIESL S 5.

PDED4TEHDS B, (@ FHEICEWRIEDL > T EIHEETH 5.
b (© BEANICHKERNEREEZEA SN0, BRICOEGEN S 5.
() 37 2 P BEOBERAGTICEREZRVSBERL, HEcL-TET R
OEMMBAAFEL 125, (© 3, [XHE~NOBH| IHEHZTH > T,
HIBIBEENEDZ P E I PITL B,

DTFTi (2 0BEEZRD EFCHELIRFT 2. @ 1, TH2FEHR
OHERBEHENTH 2 PHEENTH L0 ORETH 2O TZOMRY Tl
MEHEREEZONS, LhL, ETlBXELED, AI2RO@@DH]
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HEREANE T TOXEGR
RN H O, TITRRDEREOHEBIEANBESEL T 5T LICi 5.
WEIVIETR ETRULBAEADL S, AdHOEXRBEREREEZ S
N3260PERIZEILOOOODENTH 2h%u2EZ, HE () ITED
BEEERNERDBES L VWi hEREIdsEicd 3
AL LTHEU 24 E L CREIFEM, AIEFGA], -ing 2, REF,
that il ENb 0, INSEIFCHY EF 5. fiIicodik (O BED
FRE, ThEho Aich7c2%8% GHEForRd) ), o @ o0@
@oENTHEhaeRT.

3. &lE (A])

BEZXRTEIF (5)

Ay BlFZHuE  BEIEE (AD 13, Z2<OXTIEM & LTERET 2,
UTebdsL57, H5EOMEFEICEVTRAELLTHILELS
ncTws,

(8) a. Our teacher treats us fairly. (@)

b. My parents regard each other highly. (D)

c. John worded the letter carefully. (% 2008) (D)

d. The job paid us handsomely. (% 2008) (D)

e. John struck/impressed me favorably. (% 2008) (@®@)

o5 Ba-d) 22V TIHERZHIFRY 2 & AEHESTIE B3, (8e)

T3 favorably ZHIBR L T O BB XICB 5 b5, T L TED
BoBEOEK S, RFEZHBRL COEAMKELEELIONS., 2L
strike T [ W) 7o ] OBEKIZGLB0DT, QOLFRT 5.

5P - AEERTEIF (5)
e e e £ EIE (AD &, —fRicMTHh o, [17< 1 1%k%]
BEOHHERSTBHEE, /o [F->T EnO 17< ] [H->T EhO
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kp| BEOERERTMBFSEODNILXTEALEZIONE LN
20, INHOXTHEHZORFEEZEVTHAEBICTEE ST, FEoE
KbZDFEFETHD., LIcd-TRLT 5.
(9) a. We went there. (®)
b. I took her home. (@)
c. I brought her home. (®)

FrakdalzH (F)

KraRTEFE () &, —HOHFHEOKRTA L LTEETLZEEZLN
TWa, 7 LAIEFO AR 72 ($EIFK B (adverbial objective) &
bEZONBEENE W,

(10) a. Won't you stay the night? (% 2008) (®)

=Won't you stay for the night?
b. My watch loses two minutes a day. (%% 2008) (D)
Lo (@) BREMAFOERZHIRL COEFFEOERRIIZOF F THEIEXE
BBEOTR®ET SH. (b) OHEEIF two minutes 25 lose ® HIJFE T S+V
FODOXEELbEZ SN, INEHIRYT 2 EAERLLZ20TOLT
5.

4. HIERA]

HET &R RHIE 7]
BEh 2RI HIEFA L, »2HEOHEEFS L OMmEEN A & LTk
7 5.
S+V+A
(11) a. My brother lives in New York. (@)
b. The table stood in the corner. (%% 2008) (D)
c. The town lies on the coast. (&% 2008) (D)

279 — 10 —



HEFSEANENS TOEGR
live 13, BhE2RTERZHIRT 2 & [FL] OBFKETEAALZD T4
5] OBWE L CARABEICLZ20TRLET B, oflTid I 0EHRE
Hibrd 2 & BIEREEICE 2D TcOET 5. ROMBFADH D TDH 5.
S+V+0O+A
(12) a. Bob put a book on the table. (D)
b. Bob placed a book on the table. (D)

k& R I HIE S )
BrARTEBEAN A L1852 E@DBVY, ROXSBHNEZLONS.
S+V+A
(13) He lived in the nineteenth century. ()
(1la) L[EBET, @L#5.

ERAE .S - ZREERTHIER T
ERPHRERESTHEFIIER BRD - BEAE2ERT AZNSEanT
W3,
S+V+A
(14) a. They went to Paris. (®)
b. They went from London to Paris. (®)

c. ?They went from London.

B N go DIFEAEEATH D E, (da) ORIFERILIIBFLSEZEL,
(14b) DR FEREB IR L L EFH A2 KT, They went. KT THEHKE LT
DTVIFN B ET 5. (140 DL IEHAL T ZR LA, TOXE
EWRBEART, EROAZRTHIEFAIL A @BV, go BER
EROFFHTH 270D THDZEEAOND (TOFEZHITS0TIE Kreidler
1998 7).

(15) a. They came to Paris. (®)
b. They came from London to Paris. (3®)
— 1 — 278
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c. They came from London. (3)
i come DIGE, (15a-b) & go E[EETO®EL S, EEILITERLIE
(150) OfliE (de) LRI DFEELTH 5. come [FE A - ELET S % &
MY 2EEEEZELON5.
(16) a. They started from London. (®)

b. ?They started to Paris. (cf. They started for Paris.)
FE 2 start DA, EEEFRTRNEF AL go ® come DK LFE LG
Thb, —hHEREZRITHIEAA]Estart DA ELTRERAHKRTH 5.
start BESEEOBFHEEZZ 5N 5.

RSP ST WERO —EhBE 3 E A - ZHE - ZhEERT

A ZHB.
S+V+O+A
(17) a. She gave the book to Jim. (©)

b. He bought a bike for me. (®)

c. She introduced me to her brother. GiEft 2000) (D)

d. I explained my difficulty to him. (%7 2008) (@)

e. He admitted his guilt to the police. (% 2008) (®)
give, introduce 75 &' (& C ORTE A 2 HIfRT 5 & ABIKICIE S EEZ S
N20TOERRT 50, MOBFHIB®TH 5.

BRREEE R I HIEF)
BlEFAICB TS ) OFIEFEIFETDH 208, HElds sicfRons.
(18) a. We treat them with respect. (D)
b. We treat them as if/like they had no feelings. (D)
Eoflzudn bRiEFEMZE < EfEEICED, D& 5.

=ty - REY
[Rfkd 5 | [G7/cd ) B & 2R —MMtBE T3, HAREORIC, Rt
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9T5LDPHITAND bOEZRTHIEAGN A & LTHEES 5.
(19) a. The bank supplies/provides customers with a wide range of
service. (D)
b. John filled the pitcher with water. (®)
supply 74 & O8FE Tld, RiEmA]ZE < SRR 50, fill TlikE
HIFEIZ D EMATE bAIRETH 5 2,

ZDMOEIERT (BiFE - ERFAE DBARICE > THIBHANRESIHE)
CCETRAr—2IETRESHY, TNThOBEE - BEH LGV
S XD ORTEADOE L 2R ERICH T 5.
S+V+A
(20) a. We depended on Paul. (D)
b. Water consists of hydrogen and oxygen. (D)

c. Our future lies in welfare business. (D)

d. The book belongs to me. (@)

e. She is looking for a job. (@)

f. He failed in his attempt. (®)

depend 75 5 on, consist 7 5 of D & S ICZENEF N OBFHEH OMHE &

L CREDRIER 2K 5. OQRDENICET 2 bEEIC L ER
5.
S+V+C+A
(21) a. She is fond of cats. (D)

b. Politicians are subject to criticism. (g 2008) (D)

c. His mother is anxious for his happiness. ()

d. His mother was anxious about his health. (®)

e. He is free from worldly cares. (% 2008) (@)

f. Fred is pretty good at history. (@)

g. We are hopeful of her recovery. (®)
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h. She 1s familiar with the town. (®)
fond 73 5 of, subject 7% 5 to, anxious & 5 EERIT & - T for #» about
WS koL, ERAEEOWEE L CREQRIERTNERkaNS. O
@D ENIBT 20 bIEAFICL D RIS,
S+V+O+A
(22) a. He reminded me of the desperate situation. (®)
b. He informed me of/about his father’s death. (% 2008) ()
c. The man robbed Lucy of the handbag. (®)
d. I congratulated John on his success. (Z 2008) (®)
e. The storm prevented us from coming. (D)
f. Everybody accuses you of telling lies. (®)
g. Our boss blamed the accident on us. (®)
remind 75 5 of, congratulate 75 5 on &\ 95 & 9T, HFEEE OMEYE
&0 HRFEORICKE DRIERAAMNERS NS, FIEFHAEZEVTHX
MO IO@ITIET 5 bDOBEZ WD, prevent K EZDEEZEZ SN B, K
D (23 DEIH T as EHEIGETHE, BlFEAEZIS 8 OFELHLED
bONEON, ODQRDY & DL ETH 5. as DIBESRZ D%
DEZF R P AT P REOHE Z O RICHEET NETH 5.
(23) a. We regard the gold medalist as a national hero. (©)
b. He treated my joke as serious. (D)

c. Your plan struck/impressed me as excellent. (2®)
5. -ing &
EE O -ing L 1 go, come M ETRONAcBFHOXTA & LTH T &

NdH B,
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Go fishing ® (WFNH@)
(24) a. He went shopping at/"to Harrods.
b. He came fishing in/"to the pond.
[ LicfT< GRB)) EWH KRBT, -ing BOBE I, #BE - 28—V
P, MEEDIOELILO T 2EEERT bOICES TV S,

738, go shopping to Harrods 23 AA[ 75 D &, -ing ¥ & to D E L i
BEAIVWINE AThD (14 2R, EEoh—HLrEIDELL
»5TH 3. at Harrods i3 shopping Z{Effi L TH Y, go [shopping at
Harrods] &atratns.

RO EDED LXFIS 2 ENKRETH B,

Come running # (WFNnH®)

[ LRAERDE (T, BEoTWa, ete) ] EWHRET, RHMITIZ
L@ go fishing B E LTV B3, -ing IRIC 73 2 B5 O BHRIGEIFIIE & S
D LERPT, BEERTHFHL S IEANCHV LN S,

(25) a. He came running.

b. She went singing happily.

c. She sat writing a letter.

d. He lay reading a book.
PERES+HVHADED, ROXS BEEES+HV+O+AR, S+V+
CHABD A LELTHFAD -ing EHELTVBEEEZEZ LGNS,
(26) a. We had fun playing tennis.

b. They spent too much time talking over trivial things.

c. My brother was busy preparing for the exam.

6. ANIE 7

CITEETNEE, THH] 2RJ to AEMAL T ERRICT L0 9
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ETHE. LEMoT, MOLS BRXHEER T I TEIEREOMFH &
75, INo@FEAEFFNICHSNELDOTHY, BRIFIOERIC
(27) a. I want Mary to study hard.

b. I believe Tony to be a person of character.
c. We persuaded her to attend the meeting.

THE) 2RI AEFHCWEAOIMOIPELLVHDHEENEETH L. K
D (28) TR A THDH, inorder to-ICE A 5N 5 (29 OARER
EMThb.

(28) a. John brought his sister to see me. (% 2008) (®)=>A
b. I took this novel to read on the plane. (% 2008) (@)=>A
(29) a. We gave a party to celebrate his success. (=-+in order to---) (%
% 2008) =M
b. Ted opened the door to let the cat out. (= --*in order to---) (% #k
2008)=M

TofloFRAZFEOERS L ORTEATREHOFEEN S, A DREH
BEFEAOHOERTH D, M ONEFIHFAIINICDH > TLDOEAGE
FELTHOTOWEZZEDDDE, CO/RICOVTRERER (1982 2%
Bahizwn,

(30) a. John trains the new recruits to make a living for themselves.
=A
b. John trains the new recruits to make a living for himself. (=
-+in order to--)
=M
c. “To make a living for themselves, John trains the new recruits.
d. To make a living for himself, John trains the new recruits.

LIk En11982)
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7. That &i

That 8i7s A L LTHEEL TV BHIE L TUTO b DB T 5N 5.
S+V+C+A
(31) a. She is very anxious that her son should succeed. (Z# 2008) (@)
=She is very anxious for her son’s success. (—(21c))
b. I am sure (that) Arthur is reliable. ()
c. She is confident (that) she is popular at work. (®)
d. They were really surprised that she had the nerve to show
up. (@)
S+V+0O+A
(32) a. He persuaded her that it was true. (®)
=He persuaded her of its truth. (—(22))
b. I convinced him that he was wrong. (@) GHEft 2000)

8. &¥

VIERTER&L21T, (@ ORETODERBSDVE LD E NI
W, THIER &) TEBV] LV ERKDOERENOGEZ L L, QDO
KIBADANALRBEENENETHE., bLQAODEAL ALEEN
L9515, RREHRNBEETH S (D, BHRMGEIRE2215 (b
(© IThiA, B (@) CbBEHROERMPREHEHb-TwE LS T &I
155,

7, COMEO ARERT 2o EEBFEOBEICL > THRE-TEHD,
HoWHEEO AVERICAERT 2D TEEL., O C oAk E N
TREEXSVOTH 5. RiEH)OEE 3 E DRIERZEd 5 h HE
WKREIKELTED, FEEVOVL VLA LT SBWEAZ L,
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FREEURER
51T, BEFAO -ing Ev that il Eld A & L CHAHFRIBEESE2ED
[Roh<Twad, Colend, AZKNEETEZXEIBEEEIENE L
5T EMTES.

fEAERI7S 5 XX ANE, (D be 75 LEAEB)FE O BHiRICZFAA, BAFHAMN
NI OEEZTNNC, @ EFEOBERICEZFAMNBSNIENED D
ERTZIhMN O, ZoRICKEHR), EEFAMMNONEC, EERZTTH
Wid s ENBEETHS., THITHLTS+HV+HA, S+HVHCHA, S+V+
O+A EW0WH ADEENEZXE

1. BEROFEIIC A S IS LR HIMr T X 150,

2. fhod 5 R & B U TR (RREEAE W),
EVHHEICBOWTHEARS XL I —HEZBELTVWEEEZ 5.

P b oB%E» 6, #EM (20000 2E)| -t G (20100 ORTED, S
+V+A,S+V+C+A, S+V+O+A I THC LIiIcSHEILHLE, £
BEXELEREH 2600, InsBERICHIOXE LSS, Thih
EARSEIDS> B0 S+V, S+HVHC, S+HV+0 ORI E T2 00%
HThrLEbns Y,

b=
* AFE 1 2010 8 H 8 HITEE 6 [AIEFEFEE X E S + — (7 | BATEFRR RS H
F o vNR) ICTRELCHBCIMEELEZMAI:bDTH 5.

D A% Adjunct (P &35 & bdbdh, EREOHBCTIEIIITE
95 A % Complement (FH#B), M % Adjunct (fHI0#F) &MERC &AL Wiz o
TRELZBA < 72 D221k (2005, 2008) 12 L 7208 - TREFRS 5.

2) ik, 6) TRILBY, fill 3FR - BEEZXRT withAJ bl DT, KD
XOARETH D EICEBT H2HENDH 5.

John filled the pitcher with water with a glass.

3) CoEsEEORAESFE,EIZFED, b2 VEKBICERSEWET Eh, #
MITANEEETHEPARBETIEHILBEALT, -ingBEZTBRTEHL.

4) SHVHCHARSWVTE, 0 AFBFANERT 2b0THL CTHIEA
FOMECThH LI, ThEaXBELTILTHI2ORZETRITVEDELL ST
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= 5%. L& L, Wedepended on Paul. & We were dependent on Paul. ® & b
HIAGATIE AR Z 2 72 DIC 2D 2 XD on Paul ZRIFOEREEA AR LV &
EZ, DI EbHBEREEOHRTIE SHV+C ORI E LTS+HV+HC+HA
TRETHILICRERND L LEZ D,

LGN
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LZREERE (2008) [HEFEO BB OHr N, FEEN DL 5—] Bt
ERINRIG (1982) #xX koA THTIEE] 11 & 125, 28—34 H.
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