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Development of attitudes towards paranormal phenomena
The purpose of this study was to examine the development of attitudes toward
paranormal phenomenon, critical thinking, and differences in them between junior high
school and university students. The Attitude towards Paranormal Phenomena Scale
and Critical Thinking Disposition questionnaire were administered to junior high
school, high school, and university students and their scores were compared. All
participants were female and were from Catholic schools of the same educational
foundation. The results showed that in older students, the cluster “Group Enjoying
Paranormal Phenomena” decreased and the cluster “Skeptic Group” increased. Further,
the score of “Enjoyment of Paranormal Phenomena” and “Skepticism” decreased
among older students in the “Ordinary Group” cluster; “Inclination towards Augury
and Magic” increased in older students in the cluster “Group Believing in Paranormal
Phenomena.” However, there was no relationship between age and attitudes towards
paranormal phenomena in the “Skeptic Group” and “Group Enjoying Paranormal
Phenomena” clusters.
Key Words: Paranormal Phenomena, Beliefs, Attitudes, Adolescence, Development
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